Understanding Godly Play 
What is Godly Play? 
“Whoever you are and wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, you are welcome here.”  This is the invitation Calvary extends to us all and Godly Play extends that invitation to children ages 4 – 3rd grade by providing them the opportunity to discover and develop their own relationship with God.  Godly Play encourages children to reflect on Bible stories, parables, and utilize our Episcopal traditions to grow in faith. 

What happens during Godly Play? 

Children are invited into a peaceful space where adults model spiritual reflection and openness so that the lessons can be safely explored.  The “story teller” shares a bible story or parable with the children using three-dimensional materials to invite them into the story and help them connect with their personal experience.  Open ended “I wonder…” questions give the children the chance to consider their own questions and reflect on the story from their own perspective.  They then choose from a range of options for re-telling or responding to some aspect of the story by using art, books, or play.  

What does Godly Play have to do with Episcopal worship traditions? 
Godly Play relates to the worship in church in two ways, by teaching and reinforcing religious language and by paralleling the order of worship found in our Eucharist.  Each session includes a period of Preparation (meeting and greeting), Ministry of the Word (listening and responding to the story), Communion (sharing food and drink) and a Blessing and Dismissal (saying goodbye). 
How does a child benefit from Godly Play?

Godly Play opens up the bible and our traditions for children in a way that allows them to explore and interact with our stories.  Children learn to set aside a time and space to prepare themselves to become closer to God. 

Who can teach Godly Play? 
At Calvary Episcopal, all our teachers are trained by Godly Play certified trainers to serve in this important ministry.  

I want more information or want to observe a class?
We encourage your curiosity about Godly Play.  If you would like to observe a class or read more about Godly Play, please contact either Christine Huber or Susan Crone.  You may also research Godly Play on the web at www.godlyplay.com

We are proud to offer this program and firmly believe that Godly Play is the best researched, most carefully developed program available for helping your child form a relationship with God, grow in spirit and develop an understanding and love for our Episcopal traditions. 
According to a 2005 survey of Christian Educators in Episcopal Churches nationwide, Godly Play is the #1 program in use across the country, utilized by 56% of survey respondents.  
